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MUELLER REPORT LAYS OUT RUSSIAN CONTACTS 
AND TRUMP'S FRANTIC EFFORTS TO FOIL INQUIRY 


Culture of Chaos 
Rooted in the 
Oval Office 


By PETER BAKER 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — As Presi- 
dent Trump met with advisers in 
the Oval Office in May 2017 to dis- 
cuss replacements for the FB.I. 
director he had just fired, Attor- 
ney General Jeff Sessions slipped 
out of the room to take a call. 

When he came back, he gave 
Mr. Trump bad news: Robert S. 
Mueller III had just been ap- 
pointed as a special counsel to 
take over the investigation into 
Russia’s interference in the 2016 
presidential election and any ac- 
tions by the president to impede it. 

Mr. Trump slumped in his chair. 
“Oh, my God,” he said. “This is ter- 
rible. This is the end of my presi- 
dency. I’m fucked.” 

It has not been the end of his 
presidency, but it has come to con- 
sume it. Although the resulting 
two-year investigation ended 
without charges against Mr. 
Trump, Mr. Mueller’s report 
painted a damning portrait of a 
White House dominated by a 
president desperate to thwart the 
inquiry only to be restrained by 
aides equally desperate to thwart 
his orders. 

The White House that emerges 
from more than 400 pages of Mr. 
Mueller’s report is a hotbed of con- 
flict infused by a culture of dishon- 
esty — defined by a president who 
lies to the public and his own staff, 
then tries to get his aides to lie for 
him. Mr. Trump repeatedly threat- 
ened to fire lieutenants who did 
not carry out his wishes while 
they repeatedly threatened to re- 
sign rather than cross lines of pro- 
priety or law. 

At one juncture after another, 
Mr. Trump made his troubles 
worse, giving in to anger and 
grievance and lashing out in ways 
that turned advisers into wit- 
nesses against him. He was saved 
from an accusation of obstruction 
of justice, the report makes clear, 
in part because aides saw danger 
and stopped him from following 
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Decision Looms 
For Democrats: 
Try to Impeach? 


By NICHOLAS FANDOS 


WASHINGTON — House Dem- 
ocrats, facing some of the most 
striking evidence yet from Robert 
S. Mueller III that President 
Trump tried to thwart his investi- 
gation, edged closer on Thursday 
to confronting a question they 
have long tried to avoid: whether 
the president’s behavior warrants 
impeachment. 

Although the more than 400- 
page report made public on 
Thursday found “insufficient evi- 
dence” to conclude that Mr. 
Trump conspired in Russia’s inter- 
ference in the 2016 election and 
cited legal and factual constraints 
preventing Mr. Mueller from 
charging Mr. Trump with obstruc- 
tion of justice, the special counsel 
presented months of damning 
presidential behavior that Demo- 
crats said left it up to Congress to 
review. 

“The conclusion that Congress 
may apply the obstruction laws to 
the president’s corrupt exercise of 
the powers of office accords with 
our constitutional system of 
checks and balances and the prin- 
ciple that no person is above the 
law,” Mr. Mueller wrote in the re- 
port. 

House Democrats, in particular, 
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Obstruction of justice remains an open question 


VOL. Il, PAGE 182 

If we had confidence after a thorough investigation of the facts 
that the president clearly did not commit obstruction of justice, 
we would so state. Based on the facts and the applicable legal 
standards, we are unable to reach that judgment. 


Trump tried to undermine the investigation, but his staff didn’t go along 


VOL. Il, PAGE 158 


The presidents efforts to influence the investigation were 
mostly unsuccessful, but that is largely because the persons 
who surrounded the president declined to carry out orders or 
accede to his requests. 


Trump’s frequently faulty memory limited responses to the inquiry 


APPENDIX C, PAGE 1 

We received the president's written responses in late 
November 2018. ... We noted, among other things, that the 
president stated on more than 30 occasions that he ‘does not 
recall’ or ‘remember’ or have an ‘independent recollection’ of 
information called for by the questions. Other answers were 
‘incomplete or imprecise. 


No evidence of conspiracy despite the campaign’s interest in Russia’s offers 


VOL. |, PAGE 173 

The investigation established multiple links between Trump 
campaign officials and individuals tied to the Russian 
government. Those links included Russian offers of assistance 
to the campaign. ... Ultimately, the investigation did not 
establish that the campaign coordinated or conspired with the 
Russian government in its election-interference activities. 


Lies impeded the inquiry into possible Russian interference 


VOL. I, PAGE 9 

The investigation established that several individuals affiliated 
with the Trump campaign lied to the office, and to Congress, 
about their interactions with Russian-affiliated individuals and 
related matters. Those lies materially impaired the investiga- 
tion of Russian election interference. 


Mueller contends that Congress can charge a president with obstruction 


VOL. Il, PAGE 8 

The conclusion that Congress may apply the obstruction laws 
to the president's corrupt exercise of the powers of office 
accords with our constitutional system of checks and balances 
and the principle that no person is above the law. 


Trump thought Mueller’s appointment would ruin his presidency 


VOL. Il, PAGE 78 

When Sessions told the president that a special counsel had 
been appointed, the president slumped back in his chair and said, 
‘Oh my God. This is terrible. This is the end of my presidency: 


No Charges of Criminal Conspiracy 
and No Judgment’ on Obstruction 


By MARK MAZZETTI 


WASHINGTON — Robert S. 
Mueller III revealed the scope ofa 
historic Russian campaign to sab- 
otage the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion in a much-anticipated report 
made public on Thursday, and he 
detailed a frantic monthslong ef- 
fort by President Trump to thwart 
a federal investigation that imper- 
iled his presidency from the start. 

Mr. Mueller, the special counsel, 
laid out how his team of prosecu- 
tors wrestled with whether Mr. 
Trump’s actions added up to a 
criminal obstruction-of-justice of- 
fense. They ultimately chose not 
to charge Mr. Trump, citing nu- 
merous legal and factual con- 
straints, but pointedly declined to 
exonerate him and suggested that 
it might be the role of Congress to 
settle the matter. 

The report laid bare that Mr. 
Trump was elected with the help 
of a foreign power, and cataloged 
numerous meetings between Mr. 
Trump’s advisers and Russians 
seeking to influence the campaign 
and the presidential transition 
team — encounters set up in pur- 
suit of business deals, policy ini- 
tiatives and political dirt about 
Hillary Clinton, the Democratic 
candidate for president. 

The special counsel concluded 
that there was “insufficient evi- 
dence” to determine that the pres- 
ident or his aides had engaged ina 
criminal conspiracy with the Rus- 
sians, even though the Trump 
campaign welcomed the Kremlin 
sabotage effort and “expected it 
would benefit electorally” from 
the hacks and leaks of Democratic 
emails. 

Then, after federal investiga- 
tors opened an inquiry into the ex- 
traordinary Russian campaign, 
the president repeatedly tried to 
undermine it. 

“If we had confidence after a 
thorough investigation of the facts 
that the president clearly did not 
commit obstruction of justice, we 
would so state,” Mr. Mueller’s in- 
vestigators wrote. “Based on the 
facts and the applicable legal 
standards, however, we are un- 
able to reach that judgment.” 


Fevered speculation, now put to 
rest, arose in some circles that Mr. 
Trump and his immediate family 
might be in legal peril from Mr. 
Mueller’s investigation. At the 
same time, the report offered 
reams of evidence of a climate of 
deceit — and a base impulse for 
self-preservation — among a 
president and his top aides not 
seen since the days of Richard M. 
Nixon. 

That impulse prompted some 
presidential advisers to try to 
block Mr. Trump’s demands that 
they take steps to protect him 
from federal investigators. Some 
feared getting wrapped up in the 
widening inquiry. 

“The president’s efforts to influ- 
ence the investigation were 
mostly unsuccessful, but that is 
largely because the persons who 
surrounded the president de- 
clined to carry out orders or ac- 
cede to his requests,” the report 
said. 

The special counsel found that 
Mr. Trump had the authority to 
make many of his most controver- 
sial decisions, including the firing 
of James B. Comey as the F.B.I. di- 
rector, by virtue of the powers the 
Constitution grants him. At the 
same time, it is a far more damn- 


Continued on Page A10 


SPECIAL SECTION The executive 


summaries and excerpts from 
the Mueller report. Section F. 


Defended by Barr, President Gets 
Attorney General He Hoped For 


By MARK LANDLER and KATIE BENNER 


For 21 minutes on Thursday 
morning, with the nation watch- 
ing, President Trump had the loy- 
al attorney general he had always 
longed for. 

Reading a prepared statement 
and then answering questions 
from reporters, Attorney General 
William P. Barr presented the spe- 
cial counsel’s report, 90 minutes 
before its public release, in the 
best possible light for the presi- 
dent: No conspiracy. No obstruc- 
tion. A sincerely frustrated and 
angered president who had will- 
ingly cooperated with investiga- 
tors. No intention on the part of 
Robert S. Mueller III to have Con- 
gress make the hard call on 
whether Mr. Trump might have 
broken the law. 

At one point, Mr. Barr quoted 
Mr. Mueller as telling him that the 
Justice Department’s longstand- 
ing opinion that a sitting president 
could not be indicted was not the 
reason he had not pursued an ob- 
struction charge against Mr. 
Trump. But when the report was 
released, it showed that Mr. Muel- 
ler had very much considered the 
Justice Department’s position to 
be a complication if not an impedi- 
ment to any charging decision. 

It was less a performance of the 
nation’s chief law enforcement of- 
ficer than that of a defense lawyer 
for Mr. Trump, citing selective 


facts to build a case for exonera- 
tion and sidestepping elements of 
the report less favorable to the 
president. It enraged Democrats, 
drew heated and substantive re- 
buttals, and validated the fears of 
Mr. Barr’s critics that he would 
bring his expansive view of presi- 
dential privilege to a norm-shat- 
tering presidency. 

Mr. Barr made good on several 
promises: He released the confi- 
dential report to Congress and the 
American public. While the Jus- 
tice Department redacted parts of 
the report for legal and intelli- 
gence reasons, it still provided a 
detailed and wide-ranging ac- 
count of what Mr. Mueller found in 
his nearly two-year investigation 
and his reasoning for coming to 
the conclusions he did. 

But those details put the con- 
duct of Mr. Trump and his advis- 
ers in a far less flattering light 
than either Mr. Barr’s terse news 
conference or his summary of the 
report’s findings to congressional 
leaders last month. 

Mr. Barr’s presentation of the 
report was “a masterful public re- 
lations job,” said Matt Jacobs, a 
partner at Vinson & Elkins who 
worked as a federal prosecutor in 
San Francisco when Mr. Mueller 
ran that office and left the Justice 
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Rolling Back Abortion Rights 


A fundamental shift in the landscape of 
abortion in America has led to new laws 
banning the procedure as early as six 
weeks of pregnancy. PAGE A8 
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Colorado's Football Dissenters 
Two university regents voted against a 
coach’s contract, questioning the moral- 
ity of the sport. PAGE B7 


Putting the Clintons on Stage 


Laurie Metcalf and John Lithgow play 
the ultimate power couple losing steam. 
Ben Brantley reviews. PAGE Cl 


Celestial Visions Atop the Met 


Alicja Kwade’s Roof Garden sculpture 
suggests a system of planets afloat on 


Inside View of a Banking Saga 


“The Lehman Trilogy” is a theatrical 
panorama of the firm’s history and fall. 
Lehman descendants and former em- 
ployees weigh in on the drama. PAGE B1 


Two Popes, Two Views 


The Vatican has been rife with talk of a 
rival power center to Francis since 
Benedict published a letter. PAGE A4 


Amazon Pulls Back in China 


The strength of Alibaba and others has 
the company retreating after being 


Yanks Weathering Injury Storm 


Resilient pitching and a sweep of the 
Red Sox bode well for the rest of the 


18 Opinions on Climate Policy 


We sent a survey on climate change to 


National Enquirer Is Being Sold 


James Cohen, a son of the founder of 
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